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HOUSING F 


Ten proposed sites which would 
ovide 1,078 low-rent apartments for 
derly families were announced by 
anyor Richard J. Daley in December. 
The Department of City Planning 
d the staff of the Chicago Housing 
thority recommended the locations, 
scattered sites. 

In presenting the proposal, Com- 
ssioner Ira J. Bach stated that the 
es would enable older residents to 
main in their familiar neighborhoods. 
“As a family grows older, retire- 
int causes a significant decrease in 
ome,” Bach said. “At the same 
ne, increasing medical expenses may 
jain the family budget. 

“As a result, many older persons 
> unable to afford decent, safe hous- 
y in an appropriate environment.” 

Public housing will assist in 
eting the needs of some of Chi- 
Weo’s older citizens. The proposed 
flies are near other residential areas. 


“These locations would enable 
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SITES FOR HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY 

)] PROPOSED BY STAFF OF DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING AND CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY 

SITE, BEES: ikea! Neues OF DIETING UNITS 
. Rosemont-Winthrop, 0.65 acres, mox. units 


5, Blockhowk-Clybou 
6. Elm-LoSolle, 1.15 ocres, 
7. 27th-Shields, 2.46 
8. 32nd-Litvanica, 0.89 o 
9. South Expressway, 3.0 acres, m 
10, 106th-Yotes, 2.09 acres, mox, 32 units 
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elderly families to participate in the 
full range of community life,” Bach 
said. “Although the buildings would 
meet specialized requirements, they 
would not be isolated. Sites are ac- 
cessible to transportation, shopping 
and hospitals. Recreation facilities 
would be provided on the grounds.” 


The City Council approved eight 
of the ten sites at its January 17 meet- 
ing. The remaining two, Rosemont- 
Winthrop and Elm-LaSalle, were refer- 
red back to the Committee on Planning 
and Housing for further study. 

The proposed sites are: 

1. Rosemont and Winthrop. West 
side of Winthrop, between Rosemont 
and Granville. Site covers 0.65 acres, 
partially vacant. Adjacent to CTA 
elevated line. Site and surrounding 
area are predominantly residential in 
character. Proposed development: one 
elevator building, with a maximum of 
123 units. 

2. Washington and Pulaski. East 
of Pulaski, between West End and 
Washington. Site covers 2.51 acres, 
now occupied by fire-damaged CTA 
shop. One block west of Garfield 
Park. Surrounding area is predominant- 
ly residential. Proposed development: 
one elevator building, with a maximum 


of 123 units. 
3. Wicker Park. Northwest corner 


of Damen and Schiller. Site covers 
2.21 acres, partially vacant, opposite 
Wicker Park. Site and surrounding area 
are predominantly residential. Pro- 
posed development: one elevator build- 
ing, with a maximum of 97 units. 

4. Eckhart Park. Southwest corner 
of Chestnut and Noble. Site covers 
3.86 acres, opposite Eckhart Park. 
Now occupied by residential struc- 
tures. Immediate area is predomin- 
antly residential. Proposed develop- 
ment: one elevator building and sever- 
al row-houses, with a maximum of 
163 units. 

5. Blackhawk and Clybourn. North 
corner of Clybourn and Ogden. Site 
covers 6.50 acres, adjacent to CTA 
elevated line. Now occupied by resi- 


dential structures. Immediate area is 
mixed residential and industrial. Pro- 


posed development: one elevator build- 
(continued on next page) 
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CITY SUBMITS APPLICATION 
FOR FEDERAL ADVANCE 


TO PLAN CIVIC CENTER 

The Chicago Public Building Com- 
mission submitted an application for 
a $1.5 million federal planning advance 
for the proposed Civic Center in De- 
cember. 

The Department of City Planning 
prepared the application. Commission- 
er Ira J. Bach is secretary of the Pub- 
lic Building Commission. 

Funds would be authorized by the 
Community Facilities Administration 
of the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency, under section 702 of the Hous- 
ing Act of 1954. 

This section provides for interest- 
free planning advances to cover costs 
of engineering and architectural sur- 
veys, design plans, estimates, working 
drawings, specifications and other work 
in preparation for construction. The 
application requests aid in defraying 
these costs for Chicago’s center. 

In February 1960 the Public Build- 
ing Commission announced plans for 
the Civic Center. The proposal in- 
cluded a Civil Courts Building and a 
City-County Office Building, both 21 
stories, in the block bounded by Ran- 
dolph, Dearborn, Washington and Clark. 

A two-level civic plaza would ad- 
join the buildings. Overhead walkways 
would connect them with the existing 
City Hall-County Building. 

The estimated total cost of the 
center is $67 million. 

In March, the commission an- 
nounced the selection of architects 
for the center. They are Naess and 
Murphy, supervising architects; Loebl, 
Schlossman and Bennett and Skidmore, 
Owings and Merrill, associate archi- 
tects. 

The application to HHFA states 
that the preparation of plans would 
begin within 30 days and would be 
completed within 390 days. Construc- 
tion would follow immediately. 

Planning advances for community 
facilities are repayable without inter- 
est when and only if construction 
begins. 

(See photo on inside) 


(continued from front page) 


ing and several row-houses, 
maximum of 181 units. 


6. Elm and LaSalle. Northeast cor- 
ner of Elm and LaSalle. Site covers 
1.15 acres. Now occupied by resi- 
dential, institutional and commercial 
structures. Immediate vicinity is resi- 
dential and commercial. Proposed 
development: one elevator building, 
with a maximum of 123 units. 


7. 27th and Shields. 27th Street to 
28th Place, between Shields and Stew- 
art. Site covers 2.46 acres, partially 
vacant, adjacent to Pennsylvania Rail- 
road right-of-way. Surrounding area is 


industrial, commercial and residential. 


Proposed development: one elevator 
building, with a maximum of 97 dwell- 
ing units. 


8. 32nd and Lituanica. South side 
of 32nd Street, between Green and 
Lituanica. Site covers 0.89 acres, 
now vacant. Adjacent to CHA Bridge- 
port Homes. Surrounding area is gener- 
ally residential. Proposed develop- 
ment: row-houses, with a maximum of 
16 units. 


9. South Expressway. Southwest 
corner of 66th and State. Site covers 
3.0 acres, now vacant. Includes a por- 
tion of South Expressway right-of-way. 
Surrounding area is commercial and 
residential. Proposed development 
one elevator building, with a maximum 
of 123 units. 


10. 106th and Yates. Northeast 
comer of 106th and Yates. Site covers 
2.09 acres, partially vacant. Adjacent 
to CHA Trumbull Park Homes. Sur- 
rounding area is predominantly resi- 
dential. Proposed development: row- 
houses, with a maximum of 32 units. 

The Chicago Plan Commission 
approved the proposed sites at its 
December 15 meeting. Before con- 
struction could begin, it would be 
necessary for CHA to obtain City Coun- 
cil and federal approval of the plans. 


By mid-January, the board of the 
Chicago Housing Authority and the City 
Council Committee on Planning and 
Housing had approved the ten sites. 


CHA now operates one 92-unit 
building for the elderly in the Julia 
Lathrop Homes area, on the northwest 
side. Another similar 92-unit building 


is under oonstruction at 50th and 
Cottage Grove. 
These buildings contain such 


safety features as special non-skid 
floor materials, wide doors which can 
accommodate wheelchairs, automatic 
valves which shut off stove gas when 
the flame is extinguished and grab 
rails alongside bathtubs. 


with a FAMILIES RELOCATED FROM CHA CLEARANCE SITES | 
OBTAIN IMPROVED HOUSING, STAFF STUDY FINDS | 


Families displaced from recent 
public housing clearance sites ob- 
tained substantially improved housing 
after relocation, according to follow-up 
interviews. 

Rehousing Residents Displaced 
from Public Housing Clearance Sites 
in Chicago, a joint report by the de- 
partment’s research division and the 
Chicago Housing Authority, is now 
available for distribution. It was based 
upon a survey of 197 households that 
moved from thirteen CHA sites during 
1957 and 1958. 

Before relocation, only 16.9 per 
cent of the families lived in completely 
standard housing. Afterwards, 58.5 per 
cent obtained standard units. No 
household was relocated to a physi- 
cally inferior dwelling. 

The degree of improvement also 
marked an appreciable gain over com- 
parable figures in earlier periods of 
postwar relocation. 

Because the purpose of the survey 
was to measure the quality of private 
housing obtained by site residents, 
those who moved to CHA units were 
not included. 

More than 40 per cent of the 515 
families and individuals relocated from 
the sites were interviewed, all within 
two months after moving. The period 
of relocation covered was between 
April 1, 1957, and January 30, 1958. 

The households included in the 
survey were highly representative of 
the entire site population in social and 
economic characteristics. 

With an improved quality of hous- 
ing, a majority of tenants experienced 


HOUSING QUALITY BEFORE AND AFTER RELOCATION 


HOUSEHOLDS IN STANDARD AND SUBSTANDARD DWELLINGS 


| 
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rent increases. The range of monthj 
rentals for a majority of families ro3| 
from $40-$70 before relocation to $64 


$100 afterwards. 
“Most tenant households were tj 


located with the new rents within the 
financial means,” the report stated. 
Although families in all incop 
levels shared in improved housiny 
those with annual incomes of $3,0(( 
or less showed the least gain. Om 
25 per cent obtained standard units, 
compared with 75 per cent in oth 
groups. However, CHA’s experien)) 
has been that many low-income famili/ 
make a second move to public housim 
Seventeen per cent of the site rey 
dents interviewed purchased buildin 
for the purpose of relocation. In ma 
cases, the buildings they purchass 
were larger and better than those i} 
the yacated sites. i} 
The major directions of movemet! 
were to the south and west of the sil 
areas. The thirteen projects covery 
a total of 63 acres. Included wed 
Lake-Damen, Roosevelt-Blue Islami 
scattered sites in the 47th-State aril 
and scattered sites in the 63rd-Cal| 


met area. | , 
Also included in the report was¢ 


summary of all relocation activitil 
by public agencies in recent yeaal 
According to the 1957 National Ho 
ing Inventory, conducted by the UJ 
Bureau of the Census, households dii 
placed by public clearance projects} 
1955 and 1956 constituted less th 
three per cent of Chicago’s total re: 
dential movement in those two yeai 

The graph below indicates hov 
ing quality before and after relocé 
tion. } 
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BEFORE 
RELOCATION 


SOURCE: “Rehousing Residents Displaced from Public Housing Clearance Sites in Chicago, 1957-1958,"'Depart- 
ment of City Planning and Chicago Housing Authority, 1960. (Based on survey of 195 households dis- 
ploced from public housing clearances sites in the City of Chicago,April 1957 through January 1958.) 


*A dwelling unit was ‘‘substandard”’ if it was either in dilapidated condition or 
did not have private toilet and bath facilities with hot running water, or both. 
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JMMISSIONER’S COLUMN 


‘oposal for Chicago’s Central South Area Is Example 
f Department's Current Community Planning Program 


The Central South Area Plan, an- 
unced in late November, is an ex- 
ple of the department’s current plan- 
lg program for predominantly resi- 
atial communities. 

Several similar studies are now 
Jer way. Areas which are in need of 
yan renewal treatment are receiving 
tial attention. This work will be 
isely related to Community Renewal 
2gram studies, to begin in 1961. 

_ A community plan might be charac- 
ized as a step between the compre- 
asive General Plan and a project 
m. The General Plan describes 
ad, over-all objectives. The pro- 
tt plan is in the nature of a com- 
‘tment, embodying definite alloca- 


ns of resources. 
| Like the Central South Area Plan, 


: community plan does not neces- 
ily represent a specific action pro- 
m. Rather, it provides a guide for 
olic and private development. It 
ates individual proposals to long- 
age objectives, and it demonstrates 
| community’s possibilities. 
Emphasis upon the residential en- 
jonment is one of the key distinc- 
as between the Central South Area 
n and the 1958 Central Area Plan. 


though one of its key proposals was 
150,000 new near-downtown dwelling 
its, it was necessary for the Central 
ta Plan to make recommendations 
' regional commercial, institutional 
il transportation facilities. 
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\Artist’s conception of proposed city-county Civic Center, looking southeast. 
ding (center) and City-County Office Building (left) would adjoin civic plaza (foreground), 


Attractive, conveniently located 
housing for a wide range of family 
needs is the key proposal of the Cen- 
tral Area Plan. It calls for a total of 
approximately 23,000 dwelling units, 
including the 10,000 already completed 
or under way in rebuilt areas. 

New dwellings would include a 
variety of sizes and styles, with low- 
rise, medium-rise and high-rise build- 
ings. Rents would be in middle and 
low ranges. 

A stimulating and diversified resi- 
dential pattern has already been estab- 
lished in the Central South Area. Fami- 
lies from all social and ethnic back- 
grounds now make their homes at Lake 
Meadows, Prairie Shores and other new 
developments. 

Their sense of common interest 
demonstrates the social importance of 
the city’s physical rebuilding program. 
The plan would extend the pattern of 
a truly integrated residential area. 

Another basic objective is to es- 
tablish an orderly, coherent community 
lesign. Landscaped walkways would 
tie the area together, visually and 
through pedestrian circulation patterns. 

Variety in the design of buildings 
is an especially important concern in 
a community undergoing total rede- 
velopment. The plan recommends in- 
clusion of different types of housing, 
with varying heights and set-backs, 
within neighborhoods. 

Ira J. Bach 
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thead walkways would connect buildings with present City Hall-County Building (right). 


LINCOLN PARK, ENGLEWOOD 
RENEWAL PROGRESS CITED 


Major steps in the renewal pro- 
grams for Lincoln Park and Englewood 
were among the accomplishments list- 
ed in the Urban Renewal Progress Re- 
port for the third quarter of 1960. 

The Community Conservation 
Board submitted its final project re- 
port on Englewood to the U.S. Housing 
and Home Finance Agency and ob- 
tained approval of its application for 
planning funds for Lincoln Park. 

The department’s coordination 
division prepared the progress report. 

Other changes reported for July 
through September include completion 
of land acquisition in the Chicago 
Land Clearance Commission’s Illinois 
Institute of Technology project. 

The Chicago Housing Authority 
acquired 85 parcels in its project areas 
during the quarter. CHA also broke 
ground for another 92-unit apartment 
building for the elderly, at 50th and 
Cottage Grove. It will be similar in 
design to the building for the elderly 
in the Lathrop Homes area. 

An additional 11.1 acres were ac- 
quired by the Conservation Board in 
the Hyde Park-Kenwood Urban Renew- 
al Area. This brought the total to 28.8 
acres out of 101.2 acres designated 
for acquisition. 

During the quarter, 1,016 families 
were relocated by urban renewal agen- 
cies. This was an increase of 44 
households over the second quarter. 

Of this total, 387 were relocated 
by the Land Clearance Commission. 
The Tenants Relocation Bureau relo- 
cated 353 families for the Conserva- 
tion Board’s Hyde Park-Kenwood pro- 
ject, 111 for the expressway program 
and 15 for code enforcement. The 
Chicago Housing Authority assisted 
150 families in finding new homes. 

The Land Clearance Commission 
offered land for sale in two west side 
industrial-commercial projects, Lake- 
California and Lake-Maplewood. 

Residential construction informa- 
tion is also included in the report. 
Dwelling units authorized by building 
permits in the City of Chicago during 
the first three quarters of 1960 (8,956 
units) remained the same as the com- 
parable period in 1959 (8,957 units). 

In the entire metropolitan area, 
however, the nine-month total declined 
by 8,614 dwelling units between 1959 
and 1960. In Chicago, 2,627 of the 
units authorized between January and 
September 1960 were for public hous- 
ing. Private housing in the city de- 
creased by 2,628, reflecting the down- 
ward trend experienced in the metro- 
politan ring. 
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PLAN COMMISSION DISCUSSES OBTAINING RENEWAL CREDIT FOR UNIVERSITY BUILDIN| 


A proposed ordinance which would 
enable the City of Chicago to obtain 
federal urban renewal credit for a new 
University of Chicago building was 
discussed at the Chicago Plan Com- 
mission’s December meeting. 

Action on the proposal was defer- 
red until January. Commission Chair- 
man Clair M. Roddewig stated that this 
will provide additional time for the 
Department of City Planning staff to 
confer with representatives of the 
Woodlawn area. Several residents at- 
tended the meeting, to voice objec- 
tions to the university’s plans for 
southward expansion into Woodlawn. 


The specific development in ques- 
tion is the university’s proposed Cen- 
ter for Continuing Education, in the 
half-block immediately south of 60th 


Street between Kimbark and Kenwood. 

If the city declares that the pro- 
ject will promote the welfare of the 
community, and that the city will co- 
operate in development of the building, 
the university’s expenditure may be 
counted as part of the local share in a 
future renewal project. 


The university has announced that 
it will construct the building whether 
Or not it involves any renewal consi- 
deration. 

In other actions, the commission 
approved in principle the Central 
South Area Plan. 


A standing committee of the com- 
mission will work with the department 
staff on a continuing basis in revision 
of the General Plan. It will assist in 
formulating policy statements and 


serve in a general advisory capaci' 

The commission approved Re 
dewig’s appointments to the committ¢ 
William Holabird, chairman; Robert | 
Landrum; John L. McCaffrey, comms 
sion vice chairman; Joel Goldbla 
Virgil E. Gunlock; Alderman Daniel! 
Ronan; and Alderman Arthur V. Zel¢ 
inski. Roddewig and Planning Ca 
missioner Ira J. Bach will serve as | 
officio members. 

A revision to the redevelopm) 
plan for the Chicago Land Cleats 
Commission’s Project No. 7 (Pra 
Shores-Michael Reese Hospital) ¥ 
approved. The revision provides foi 
small decrease in the amount of ld 
to be used for shopping and park fF 
poses, to allow an increase in ré 
dential and hospital acreage. 


